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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 2021

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Madam Speaker,
due to President Biden’s failure to address the
crisis at the southern border, | was not present
in the House and unable to vote on June 30,
2021.

Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 197.

————
IN RECOGNITION OF ST. LUKE’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH ON ITS

150TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 2021

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church on the 150th anniversary of its first
service at its edifice on Wyoming Avenue in
Scranton, Pennsylvania. The occasion will be
celebrated with a service and open house on
Friday, July 2, 2021.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church was incor-
porated at its initial location on Penn Avenue
in Scranton, Pennsylvania in 1852. Between
1850 and 1860, the city rapidly expanded and
increased in population, and a larger building
was needed to accommodate the faithful who
gathered each week to worship. The Lacka-
wanna lron and Coal Company donated two
lots in the 200 block of Wyoming Avenue for
the new church. On July 5, 1866, the parish
broke ground on its new building designed by
top ecclesiastical architects Richard Upjohn
and his son Richard Michell Upjohn in the Vic-
torian Gothic style.

On July 2, 1871, the St. Luke’s Rector, the
Reverend Able Augustus Marple officiated the
first service with the Right Reverend William
Bacon Stevens, the Bishop of the Diocese of
Pennsylvania, delivering a sermon titled “the
Lord in his Holy Temple.” The bishop adminis-
tered the rite of confirmation during a second
service that day. Congregants were in awe of
the beauty of the new church, calling it “an or-
nament to the city.”

An architectural marvel, the church has
been a significant structure in the city’s skyline
for the past 150 years, towering above Wyo-
ming Avenue in the heart of downtown. It has
undergone several renovations throughout its
history. In 1905, the Jermyn family gifted a
new altar and reredos, improvements to the
chancel, a new baptistry, and new decor in the
nave in honor of vestryman John Jermyn. The
altar, reredos, and window design were done
by Louis Comfort Tiffany of Tiffany Studios in
New York.

In 1898, Mary Throop Phelps funded the
construction of the adjacent parish house in

memory of her parents, Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin
Throop. The Throop Memorial Parish House
followed the national tradition of Episcopal
parishes dedicating a parish house to serve
the community. St. Luke’s provided a summer
home for women and children, and under the
direction of the then-rector Rogers Israel, the
Parish House hosted the Girls’ Friendly Soci-
ety, the Boys’ Industrial Society, and a free
kindergarten.

Today, St. Luke’s continues to grow and
prosper under the direction of priest-in-charge,
Reverend Rebecca Barnes. She worked with
the parish to establish Cypress House at St.
Luke’s which offers social services in the
greater Scranton area. The parish is dedicated
to social justice initiatives and community out-
reach, and remains an open and welcoming
Christian congregation with a tradition of musi-
cal excellence.

| am honored to join with Mother Barnes
and the entire congregation to celebrate St.
Luke’s 150th anniversary on Wyoming Ave-
nue. The parish has been an essential part of
the Scranton community, providing support
and respite for those who need it and an inclu-
sive place for all to gather to worship. May St.
Luke’s continue to welcome the faithful to its
historic building for generations to come.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE N.E.W. COM-
MUNITY CLINIC

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 2021

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to recognize the N.E.W. Community Clinic
as they celebrate their 50th Anniversary.

The N.E.W. Community Clinic serves Green
Bay and the surrounding areas by providing
quality, comprehensive and compassionate
medical care to those who are underserved in
our communities. The N.E.W. Community Clin-
ic’s mission is truly remarkable. Since the clin-
ic’'s start on July 27, 1971, the N.E.W. Com-
munity Clinic has partnered with organizations
throughout the Green Bay area. Given the ex-
ceptional quality care provided to patients, the
N.E.W. Community Clinic has been recog-
nized by several healthcare organizations for
their work.

Over the last 50 years, the N.E.W. Commu-
nity Clinic has substantially expanded, both in
size and the services provided. In 1975, just 4
short years after their grand opening, N.E.W.
Community Clinic gained the endorsement of
the Brown County Medical Society and began
working closely with all three local hospitals. In
1987, the clinic opened a second location with
support from the community through several
funding initiatives. Today, the clinic has five lo-
cations throughout the Green Bay area where
they offer dental care, lead screening, and nu-
tritional programs for individuals who are unin-
sured and underserved. To better serve the

communities throughout Green Bay, the clinic
also takes walk-in appointments, issuing refer-
rals to outside providers or medicals facilities,
as well as offering pediatric care.

For 50 years, the N.E.W. Community Clinic
has upheld its mission of providing the best
possible care to the people of Green Bay and
Northeastern Wisconsin. Over 80 percent of
the N.E.W. clinic patients stated that their im-
mediate health care needs were met through
their visit, and 45 percent of those patients
stated that the clinic prevented them from
going to the emergency room. | commend the
very important work does and dedication that
the N.E.W. Community Clinic has shown to
the Green Bay area and Northeast Wisconsin.

| invite all members of this body to join me
in celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the
N.E.W. Community Clinic. The N.E.W. Com-
munity Clinic is a true credit to Northeast Wis-
consin and deserving of the highest degree of
recognition.

HONORING THE LIFE OF SGT.
JOSEPH A. COX, JR.

HON. JIM BANKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 2021

Mr. BANKS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Sgt. Joseph A. Cox, Jr. of
Fort Wayne. Indiana.

Four-plus years ago, tragedy struck when,
on Sunday, February 12, 2017, Joe died unex-
pectedly while on duty. Prior to joining law en-
forcement, Joe was a combat veteran of the
United States Marine Corps, Upon returning
10 civilian life, Cox joined the Allen County
Sheriffs Department. where he would serve for
19 years.

As a sergeant. Joe served in the Confine-
ment Division, Communications-Dispatch Cen-
ter. Civil, Warrants, and Patrol Divisions. He
was also a member of the Honor Guard,
SWAT Team and was handler to his beloved
K-9 partner, “Gunny.”

In addition to his work in law enforcement,
Joe was an active member of his community,
the consummate family man and a devout
Christian. He was a member of Blackhawk
Ministries, where he participated in programs
Double Exposure and Marriage Matters. He
also volunteered with Juvenile Justice Ministry
of Youth For Christ.

Today. we honor Joe’s memory by way of
the Sgt. Joseph A. Cox, Jr. Memorial Park-
way, a roadway serving an area which Joe pa-
trolled for nearly twenty years. This is a testa-
ment to Joe and his peerless devotion to his
family, community, and country. He is missed
dearly, and though he is no longer with us, his
legacy of service and selflessness endures.
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RECOGNIZING THE  RAILROAD
COMMISSION OF TEXAS' 130TH
ANNIVERSARY
HON. VAN TAYLOR
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 1, 2021

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today, | ask
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the
Railroad Commission of Texas on its 130th
anniversary.

Established in 1891 by the Texas Constitu-
tion, the Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC)
was created for the purpose preventing dis-
crimination in railroad charges and estab-
lishing reasonable tariffs. As the first regu-
latory agency created in the State of Texas,
their primary responsibility included covering
rates and operations of railroads, terminals,
wharves and express companies.

In 1917, the Texas Legislature expanded
the Commission’s authority after declaring
pipelines to be common carriers, thereby pro-
viding the agency the ability to administer con-
servation laws related to oil and gas. In March
1919, their jurisdiction would once again in-
crease to include pipeline safety as well as the
safety of alternative fuels, natural gas utilities,
and the surface mining of coal and uranium.

In the decades which would follow, the
RRC’s authority evolved to meet the needs of
our rapidly growing state. While its rail func-
tions have since been transferred to the Texas
Department of Transportation, the Commis-
sion’s oversight has extended to include not
only oil and gas exploration and production,
but also pipeline transporters, the natural gas
and hazardous liquid pipeline industry, natural
gas utilities, the LP-gas industry, and coal and
uranium surface mining operations.

In recent years, the Commission has mod-
ernized technology for increased efficiency
and has expanded transparency by providing
the public with needed tools to access agency
information. Further, the dedicated efforts of
its professionals have contributed to the
streamlining of operations while promoting in-
creased innovation and energy independence.

For over 130 years the Railroad Commis-
sion of Texas has maintained a unified and fo-
cused mission of protecting the public, envi-
ronment, and economy of Texas. As the oil
and gas industry continues to be an essential
component of Texas’ success story, | con-
gratulate the Railroad Commission of Texas
and its employees on this milestone anniver-
sary and wish them continued success as they
continue to protect the state’s natural re-
sources, environment, and public safety.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE FAIR COLA
FOR SENIORS ACT OF 2021

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 2021

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, today |
introduced the Fair COLA for Seniors Act of
2021, which would require using the Con-
sumer Price Index for the Elderly (CPI-E)
when calculating cost of living adjustments
(COLAs) for federal retirement programs. The
proposed index would adjust the benefits pro-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

grams such as Social Security, Supplemental
Security Income, civil service retirement, mili-
tary retirement, veterans’ pensions and com-
pensations, and other retirement programs.

Current law uses the Consumer Price Index
for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers
(CPI-W) which measures costs solely of work-
ing individuals—unlike most Social Security
beneficiaries. Using CPI-W does not ade-
quately consider the rising expenditures of re-
tirement, such as housing and healthcare
costs. This inadequate accounting amounts to
an effective decrease in benefits for those who
rely on these federal programs. The proposed
change will lead to increased COLAs, ensur-
ing that seniors are able to keep up with the
rising costs of their real-world expenses.

Madam Speaker, | thank Representatives
PINGREE (D-ME), BEATTY (D—OH),
FITzPATRICK (R—PA), STRICKLAND (D-WA),
MouLTON (D-MA), BOYLE (D—-PA), SABLAN (D-
MP), NAPOLITANO (D—CA), DeutcH (D-FL),
MCNERNEY (D—-CA), McCoLLuMm (D-MN), KiL-
MER (D-WA), BROWN (D-MD), POCAN (D-WI),
KusTER (D-NH), SPEIER (D—CA), EsHoO (D-
CA), MooRre (D-WI), and COHEN (D-TN),
SIRES (D-NJ), KAPTUR (D-OH), LiEu (D-CA),
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ (D—FL) for their support
as original cosponsors. | look forward to work-
ing with the Chairpersons of the Ways and
Means, Veterans’ Affairs, Oversight and Re-
form, and Armed Services Committees to en-
sure this critical piece of legislation becomes
law.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 1, 2021

Mr. MCCAUL. Madam Speaker, | missed
votes due to circumstances beyond my con-
trol.

Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 197.

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE WILLIAM BEAU-
MONT ARMY MEDICAL CENTER

HON. VERONICA ESCOBAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 2021

Ms. ESCOBAR. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 100th Anniversary of
the opening of William Beaumont Army Med-
ical Center in Fort Bliss, Texas.

The William Beaumont Army Medical Center
first opened in July 1, 1921 and has since be-
come a major medical asset for the U.S.
Army—serving the needs of countless sol-
diers, veterans, military families, and El Paso
residents. Whether through assisting victims of
the August 3rd, 2019 domestic terrorist shoot-
ing or working day and night during the
COVID-19 pandemic, the medical center has
always helped our community and continues
to be an invaluable resource for El Pasoans.

As the United States Army prepares to open
one of the most advanced medical facilities in
the country, the El Paso community is thankful
for the Army’s support and wishes William

July 1, 2021

Beaumont Army Medical Center the best of
luck as it begins its years of service.

Again, | am pleased to recognize the open-
ing of William Beaumont Army Medical Center.

————

JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE
LIBRARY

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 2021

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, on June 29,
2021, during debate on H.R. 3005, To direct
the Joint Committee on the Library to replace
the bust of Roger Brooke Taney in the Old
Supreme Court Chamber of the United States
Capitol with a bust of Thurgood Marshall to be
obtained by the Joint Committee on the Li-
brary and to remove certain statues from
areas of the United States Capitol which are
accessible to the public, to remove all statues
of individuals who voluntarily served the Con-
federate States of America from display in the
United States Capitol, and for other purposes,
one of my colleagues in the majority argued
that she held no responsibility for delays in ap-
proving North Carolina’s request to replace the
Charles Aycock statue, due to the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library (JCL) only formally orga-
nizing on June 23 for the 117th Congress.

However, this argument left out important
context about the series of events related to
the JCL this year. As my colleague knows,
Democrats have controlled both the House
and the Senate since January and at any time
could have passed their respective resolutions
appointing members to the JCL, allowing it to
organize. But it took until April 16 and May 26
for the House and Senate to pass their re-
spective resolutions. Even with those delays,
the committee could still have been organized
at any point after May 26. Yet it still took near-
ly a month, until June 23, for the committee to
formally organize. Throughout this entire Con-
gress, the Democrats have been in the driver
seat of the JCL, despite my colleague’s rep-
resentation otherwise.

It is clear that Democrats have needlessly
delayed the work of the JCL. Therefore, as |
said in my remarks, if Democrats were truly
concerned about the presence of offensive
statues in the U.S. Capitol, they might start by
being quicker to act on the business of the
Joint Committee on the Library.

TRIBUTE TO FORMER ALABAMA
CONGRESSMAN SONNY CALLAHAN

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 2021

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker,
| rise today with a heavy heart to pay tribute
to the memory of one of my closest friends,
former Congressman H.L. “Sonny” Callahan,
the gentleman from the great state of Ala-
bama, who peacefully passed away on June
25, 2021. Sonny and | became quick friends
upon his arrival to Washington in 1985. His
humor and zeal for practical jokes were as en-
dearing on Capitol Hill as his ability to forge
alliances across the aisle to create effective
policy and legislation for the American people.
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